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P R O G R A M 
Prelude Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
Choir and Bands 
Selections performed by Wind Ensemble and Concert Bands Mary Beth McCarthy, Conductor 
Selections performed by the Chamber Choir James Priovolos, Ph.D., Conductor 
Processional Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
String Orchestra 
Pomp & Circumstance from Military Marches op. 3 9, no. I Edward Elgar 
(Please rise as the graduates enter and remain standing for the Pledge of Allegiance.) 
Pledge of Allegiance Mamatha Challa 
President, Student Council 
Welcome - Reflections on This Day Charles G. Frye 
Member, Class of 2009 
Reflections on IMSA Hannah Celene Reiser 
Member, Class of 2009 
Introduction of Commencement Speaker Steven T. Isoye 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Commencement Address Paul H. Knappenberger Jr., Ph.D. 
President, Adler Planetarium &. Astronomy Museum 
Presentation of the Class of 2009 Eric G. McLaren, Ed.D. 
Principal 
Acceptance of the Class of 2009 Glenn "Max" McGee, Ph.D. 
President 
Presentation of Diplomas and Medallions Steven T. Isoye 
Glenn "Max" McGee, Ph.D. 
Presentation of Candidates Vidya Govind-Thomas 
Member, Class of 2009 
Alexander Thomas Drummond 
Member, Class of 2009 
Recessional Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
Wind Ensemble and Concert Bands 
The Stars and Stripes Forever. John Philip Sousa/Mark Hindsley 
GRADUATION MARSHALS 
Members, Class of 2010 
Vashti Aguilar 
Andrew Ericson 
Abbey Flynn 
Meena K. Iyer 
David 'DL Lorentzen 
Aldo Matthew Rossi 
Isolina Rossi 
Michael Yamakawa 
(Please remain in the Theatre until all graduates and staff have exited.) 
T H E W O R L D H A S T A K E N N O T I C E 
O F I M S A ' S A C H I E V E M E N T S 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy® (IMSA) has become one of the world's leaders in developing talent 
and leadership in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 
IMSA was named a 2009 Intel Schools of Distinction winner, taking the top honor for "science excellence" at the high 
school level. Each year, only one high school in the nation is the recipient of this prestigious recognition. 
The Wall Street Journal named IMSA among the top 40 public and private college preparatory institutions in the world 
for placing graduates in U.S. Ivy League and highly selective colleges and universities. 
Newsweek included IMSA among the "Public Elites" in its list of 19 public secondary educational institutions with the 
highest ACT and SAT scores in the nation. 
Student Inquiry and Research at IMSA is one of only 18 science education models in the nation to be included in 
the National Science Teachers Association book, Inquiry: The Key to Exemplary Science. The book's fourth chapter, 
"Student Inquiry and Research: Developing Students' Authentic Inquiry Skills," features IMSA's inquiry-based 
program. 
IMSA's innovative educational programs have enabled students to earn numerous awards and recognition from 
national and global competitions including the American Junior Academy of Science at the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, High School Mathematical Contest in Modeling (HiMCM), Intel International Science 
and Engineering Fair, Intel Science Talent Search, International Physics Olympiad, National Russian Essay Contest, 
sanofi-aventis International BioGENEius Challenge and Siemens Westinghouse Competition. 
IMSA students have authored and co-authored articles for distinguished publications such as Biology of Reproduction, 
Inorganic Chemistry, Learning and Leading with Technology, Molecular Ecology Resources, Nature, Neuroscience Research 
Communications and The Science Teacher. 
As undergraduate and graduate students, IMSA alumni receive numerous academic, research and leadership accolades 
including Fulbright, Marshall, National Science Foundation, Rhodes, Truman and Siebel Scholarships. 
IMSA's highly accomplished alumni are forging new frontiers as nationally recognized scientists, entrepreneurs, 
information technology experts and leaders in other fields. IMSA alumni were part of the start-up teams that created 
Netscape, PayPal and YouTube. 
As a resource for the people of Illinois, the Academy serves thousands of educators and students in Illinois and beyond. 
IMSA's award-winning statewide programs include teacher professional development in research-based and practice-
proven instruction in mathematics, science and technology. The Academy's statewide programs also ensure that young 
students, particularly the underserved, have opportunities to excel in mathematics and science. To help expand its 
programs and services, IMSA opened a Field Office in Chicago and is scheduled to open another Field Office in the 
Metro East area. 
IMSA's models of teaching and learning are recognized abroad. Delegations of educators from countries including 
Australia, China, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Netherlands, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand come to IMSA to 
study curriculum and instructional models. 
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The accomplishments of the Class of 2009 are too varied and numerous to list all individually. Below is a snapshot of this past year 
(as of May 11, 2009) which gives you a picture of the students' remarkable achievements. Many other students also received awards in 
statewide humanities, mathematics, science, athletic and performance venues. 
Advanced Placement Scholars With Distinction: Brian Chang, Frederick Damen, Alexander Drummond, 
Nina Gnedin, Grant Rotskoff, Eric Shyu, Ellen Song 
Advanced Placement Scholars With Honors: Matthew Castillon, Yifei Huang, Yize Leng, Jianning Shao, 
Edward Song, Justin Troyka 
American Invitational Mathematics Examination: 16 seniors qualified 
Group Achievements: 
High School Mathematical Contest in Modeling (HiMCM): 
National Outstanding Papers Award 
Jessica Durden, Bohao Liu, Ilya Nepomnyashchiy, Justin Troyka 
Illinois High School Association (IHSA) State Solo Ensemble Contest: 16 - 1st place awards, 10 - perfect awards 
Kristen Lee, Best of the Day Award 
Illinois Music Educators Association (IMEA) All-State Competition & Festival: 
5 students placed in the honors ensembles - Kristen Lee 
Mathematics Team: 2nd in Illinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics (ICTM) Contest 
Brian Chang, Ray Gu, Patrick Hurst, Yize Leng, Jianning Shao, Eric Shyu, Ellen Song 
Science Olympiad Team: 8th in State 
Jessica Durden & Bohao Liu, 1st Place in Environmental Chemistry 
Jessica Durden & Bohao Liu, 2nd Place in Chemistry Lab 
Kristen Lee, 2nd Place in Ecology 
Matthew Castillon, Kristen Lee, Ariel Liu, 2nd Place in Experimental Design 
Illinois Junior Academy of Sciences Gold Medal Winners: Yaseen Jamal, Jonathon Schwarzbauer, Karthik Vantakala, Arika Verma 
Intel International Science & Engineering Fair Finalist: Arika Verma 
Intel Science Talent Search Finalist: Eric Shyu 
Intel Science Talent Search Semi-finalist: Jianning Shao 
John H. McEachern, Jr. Exemplary Service Award Winner: Katherine Tu 
Knight Family IMSA Scholarship Winner: Kristen Lee 
Mary Van Verst Love of Science Scholarship Winner: Anamaria Filipac 
National Achievement Finalists: 3 seniors 
National Merit Finalists: 49 seniors 
National Russian Essay Contest: 25 seniors received medals overall - Pedro Aguirre, Alexander Drummond, Nichole Evans, 
Brian Flynn, Cora Goldston, Kyle Hanson, Heather Mattson, Dean Spaay, Vaishali Umrikar, and Tabitha Walquist earned gold, 
Kemi Aladesuyi Arogundade, Adam Leemans, and Kathryn Stromdahl earned silver medals in the final round of judging fot the 
advanced level at the Pushkin Institute in Moscow. 
Presidential Scholars Program Semi-finalist: Vidya Govind-Thomas 
Siemens Westinghouse Competition Regional Finalists: Yaseen Jamal, Kelsey Lawhorn, Karthik Vantakala, Anthony Yunket 
Siemens Westinghouse Competition Semi-finalists: Matthew Castillon, Hyunjii Cho, Kevin Crews, Anamaria Filipac, Bob Lee, 
Yize Leng, Jimmy Liu, Travis Mui, Suganya Rajendran, Eric Shyu, Edward Song 
U.S. Physics Team Member: Patrick Hurst 
United States American Mathematics Olympiad: Yize Leng qualified 
This class has contributed more than 35,000 hours to the citizens of Illinois in a variety of ways: tutoring, mentoring, 
teaching, as well as volunteering in medical centers, senior citizen and youth centers, food pantries, Muscular 
Dystrophy, Habitat for Humanity, schools, libraries, and museums. This is equivalent to 825 weeks or 15.9 years of 
service. One hundred hours of community service are required for graduation. Special recognition to: David Burchell 
- 530 hours, Sabrina Song - 500 hours, Katherine Tu - 488 hours, Brian Flynn - 472 hours, Anna Oesterle - 471 hours, 
Brittany James - 467 hours, Chelsea Elder - 462 hours, Shaine Strullmyer - 451 hours, Mamatha Chalk - 449 hours, 
Jaclyn New - 442 hours, Laura Thompson - 418 hours, Ernestina Perez - 401 hours. 
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Alejandro Acosta 
Cicero 
Dimple R. Adatia 
Downers Grove 
Pedro Luis Aguirre 
Plainfield 
Oluwakemi A. Aladesuyi 
Arogundade 
Springfield 
Spencer B. Andrews 
New Lenox 
Audrey Wing Chi Auyeung 
Chicago 
Elizabeth Abiola Awoyemi 
Dolton 
Mehmet G. Badur 
Moline 
Emilia Anna Baginski 
Round Lake Park 
Elizabeth Anne Bartos 
Naperville 
Sanat Shirish Bhole 
Taylorville 
Mary Sydney Bixter 
Chicago 
Erika Lauren Bongen 
Batavia 
Brian Emmett Brakefield 
Macomb 
Stephanie Akemi Brandt 
Charleston 
Cameron Michael Breedlove 
Canton 
Justine Amber Brennan 
Bartonville 
Asa A. Brockman 
Congerville 
Caitlin Elizabeth Bunt 
Rockford 
David Nathan Burchell 
Chicago 
Jennifer Maureen Byers 
Naperville 
Kayla Elizabeth Campbell 
Rockford 
Luis Carbajal 
Shorewood 
Anthony J. Carusiello 
Lemont 
Matthew Gruber Castillon 
Skokie 
Mamatha Challa 
Orland Park 
Brian K. Chang 
Naperville 
Abigail May Chao 
Naperville 
Hyunjii Cho 
Orland Park 
Amanda Lynn Cohen 
Vernon Hills 
Emmaline Katherine Conover 
Mason City 
Catherine Rose Crawford 
Glen Ellyn 
Kevin A. Crews 
Crystal Lake 
Mari Ramona Crook 
Springfield 
Hannah Omobola Dada 
Oak Lawn 
Ishan Dahal 
Moline 
Frederick William Damen 
Chicago 
Robert Francis Delaney 
Grayslake 
Lucas Richard Delort 
Crest Hill 
Hendrik Adriaan Dewald 
Downers Grove 
Hilary Kristina Dietz 
Lake in the Hills 
Alexander Thomas Drummond 
Quincy 
Jessica Marie Durden 
Lake Barrington 
Julie Marie Eagle 
Rock Island 
Chelsea Katlin Elder-Tibbs 
Evergreen Park 
Katherine Ann Evans 
Springfield 
Nichole Michele Evans 
Bolingbrook 
Veronica Michelle Fall 
Wauconda 
Jingsi (Jessie) Fan 
Chicago 
Jenny L. Fang 
Oak Brook 
James Edward Files 
Oak Park 
Anamaria Filipac 
Elgin 
Roy Alan Fisher 
Taylor Ridge 
Brian Keegan Flynn 
Bartlett 
Charles G. Frye 
Bourbonnais 
Anjulie Mina Gang 
Vernon Hills 
Christian Francisco Gines 
Aurora 
Nina Gnedin 
Chicago 
Cora M. Goldston 
Montgomery 
Ricardo Antonio Gonzalez 
Summit Argo 
Vidya Govind-Thomas 
Schaumburg 
Christopher William Gropp 
Urbana 
Robert Wolf Gross 
DeKalb 
Ray H. Gu 
Long Grove 
Paoula Jorjetova Gueorguieva 
Cicero 
Kyle D. Hanson 
Morris 
Kelly Nicole Hause 
Centralia 
Nathaniel Hardy Hausfater 
Chicago 
Seung Yun Heo 
Northbrook 
Liam LaBreacht Hession 
Brookfield 
Nicholas Alexsander Higgins 
Oak Brook 
Caroline Dale Horn 
St. Charles 
Yifei Huang 
Naperville 
Patrick Michael Hurst II 
Inverness 
Bethliz Irizarry 
Joliet 
Yaseen Ali Jamal 
Glen Ellyn 
Brittany Lee James 
Springfield 
Janel L. Jin 
Northbrook 
Catrina S. Kim 
Glen Ellyn 
Issurah Nahfsheyah King 
Lisle 
Garrett L. Kinkelaar 
Benton 
Anthony Alfred Knuckey 
Henry 
Yoonjung Koh 
Northbrook 
Sushma Kola 
Aurora 
Opeyemi Oluwadamilola Kusoro 
Country Club Hills 
Jasmine Akinyi Kwasa 
Chicago 
Tatiana Rose Lakshmanan 
Forsyth 
Kevin Thomas Lam 
Carol Stream 
Ashley Nicole Lane 
Earlville 
Kelsey Elizabeth Lawhorn 
Chatham 
Abraham Hee-Kwon Lee 
Decatur 
Bob Lee 
Naperville 
Kristen Ann Lee 
Arlington Heights 
Donald Barry Lee-Brown II 
Princeton 
Adam Joseph Leemans 
Port Byron 
Yize Leng 
Palatine 
Cathy H. Li 
Aurora 
Henry Liang 
Naperville 
Ariel Valentina Liu 
Hinsdale 
Bohao Eric Liu 
Macomb 
Jimmy Liu 
Lake Zurich 
Xuxuan Liu 
Carbondale 
YueLu 
Chicago 
Guy Richard Macarol 
Orland Park 
Hruday Deepak Mallubhotla 
Bloomington 
Elliot Louis Margul 
Quincy 
Heather Yvonne Mattson 
Steger 
Jennifer Lyn McDormand 
Pontiac 
Jacqueline Juliet Mentzel 
Chicago 
Mark James Meyer 
Algonquin 
Christina Ruth Mikulka 
Crystal Lake 
Julian Michael Moore 
West Dundee 
Akash A. Moradia 
Naperville 
Naomi Ruth Morphis 
Cortland 
Travis Chuk Mon Mui 
Arlington Heights 
Arjun Ananth Nayini 
Burr Ridge 
Continued on back page 
Daniel McGowan Nelsen 
Barrington 
Andrew William Nelson 
Aurora 
Troy Elizabeth Nelson 
Evanston 
Ilya Nepomnyashchiy 
Carol Stream 
Jaclyn Elise New 
Charleston 
Sam Nguyen 
Lake Zurich 
Solomon Sriharsha Nittala 
Roselle 
Ranait Mary O'Connor 
Glen Ellyn 
Anna Elizabeth Oesterle 
Bethalto 
You Na Oh 
Lisle 
Meaghan Elizabeth Pachay 
Lake in the Hills 
Scott Edward Page 
Batavia 
Sapna Vinod Patel 
Wheaton 
Ernestina Francis Perez 
Aurora 
James Patrick Perrone 
Algonquin 
Cari Lynn Peterson 
Hampshire 
Brandan M. Pflugmacher 
Penfield 
Colin Arthur Phillips 
Channahon 
Ravi Teja Pilla 
Crystal Lake 
Martina Anne Pillay 
Elk Grove Village 
Anne W. Pipathsouk 
Rockford 
Seth L. Pree 
Oilman 
Suganya Rajendran 
Naperville 
Rachel Marie Rasp 
Belvidere 
Benjamin Arthur Ray 
St. Charles 
Kelsey Joanne Ray 
St. Charles 
Michael Alan Reeks 
Tinley Park 
Hannah Celene Reiser 
Petetsburg 
Dana Olivia Robinson 
Downers Grove 
Nicholas George Rock 
Kildeer 
Jennifer Arlene Lillich Roderick 
Taylor Ridge 
Evan Peter Rodrigues 
Naperville 
Allison Amanda Rodriguez 
West Chicago 
Sarah Rae Rokosh 
Grayslake 
Grant Murray Rotskoff 
Springfield 
Melcolm Xavier Ruffin 
Maywood 
Christian A. Sadi 
Gurnee 
Bani Kanwal Saluja 
Darien 
Lindsey Caitlin Schobert 
Collinsville 
Jonathon Alan Schwarzbauer 
Clarendon Hills 
Jasmine H. Shah 
Woodridge 
Shailee S. Shah 
Warrenville 
Jianning Shao 
Schaumburg 
Eric Shyu 
Naperville 
Nathaniel E. Simpson 
Wins low 
Grant Robert Skudlarek 
Oak Park 
Edward Song 
Clarendon Hills 
Ellen Song 
Naperville 
Sabrina D. Song 
Vernon Hills 
Dean David Spaay 
Oswego 
Tiffany Rose Spearance 
Dixon 
Kathryn Lee Stromdahl 
Shorewood 
Shaine Dean Strullmyer 
Farina 
Yuchen (Deedee) Sun 
Decatur 
Matthew Aaron Szucko 
Naperville 
Erin Marie Talbot 
Bolingbrook 
Isaiah Wesley Tan 
Mount Zion 
Velin Dimitrov Tchalakov 
Aurora 
Jessina Thomas 
Freeport 
Laura Kathryn Thompson 
Batavia 
Justin Michael Troyka 
Carol Stream 
Katherine Tu 
Westmont 
Margaret J. Tu 
Westmont 
Ruhiyyeh Ruby Turner 
Kewanee 
Milan U. Udawatta 
Tinley Park 
Gustavo Ulloa Medina 
Joliet 
Vaishali Suresh Umrikar 
Naperville 
Anil Bapu Vaitla 
Chicago 
Thomas Lee Vandiver 
Wasco 
Karthik Reddy Vantakala 
Aurora 
Arika D. Verma 
Rockford 
Alisha S. Vimawala 
Aurora 
Anisha Vyas 
Naperville 
Ryan T. Walach 
Berwyn 
Tabitha Mei Yeng Walquist 
Lisle 
Francis Joseph Walsh 
Chicago 
Megan Marie Welter 
Lombard 
Mark Mushan Xue 
Aurora 
Feiyang Ye 
Dunlap 
Jisun Yoo 
Chatham 
Eva Ivette Yuan 
Naperville 
Anthony James Yunker 
Algonquin 
Ruijie Zhang 
Naperville 
Shuang Zhang 
Elk Grove Village 
Terence Zhao 
Chicago 
Jiabo Zheng 
Arlington Heights 
Special thanks to the IMSA Fund for Advancement of Education for underwriting the use of the Paramount Theatre for Commencement. 
The need to understand how the universe works is fundamental to human nature. It is also essential for safely 
managing the human future; but foolishly, we have designed a society based on science and technology in 
which hardly anyone understands science and technology. This is a clear prescription for disaster. 
Our future depends on producing and encouraging highly competent, ethically responsible young scientists, 
as well as a much greater scientific literacy in the general public. 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy in Aurora, Illinois, is dedicated to meeting this challenge. 
It is a gift from the people of Illinois to the human future. 
Dr. Carl Sagan, 1934-1996 
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